
What made you enter Öhe Rolls-Royce Schools PÒize for Science and Technology?
The decision was made to enter Öhe Rolls-Royce Schools PÒize because it was such an amazing 
oppoÒÖunity and we wanted to grab it wiÖh boÖh hands. The objecÖives of Öhe Schools PÒize match 
Öhe values of PaÒkside School in many ways and we Öhought it was a great way to showcase our 
STEM interests and push Öhese fuÒÖher.

What were your commiÖments and expectaÖions as a Finalist?
Being a Únalist was a real honour and it was good to be accountable for our project over Öhe two Being a Únalist was a real honour and it was good to be accountable for our project over Öhe two 
years. We were sent a video camera which used to record video diaÒy enÖÒies or clips from our 
jouÒney. We also needed to submit monÖhly diaÒy enÖÒies and keep Örack of our expendiÖure over 
Öhe course of Öhe project. WoÒking togeÖher as a team was vital to Öhe success of our project and 
making sure Öhat not eveÒyÖhing was put onto one member and Öhe woÒk was shared out equally - 
Öhis was someÖhing we did wiÖh ease as it is our naÖural way of woÒking at PaÒkside and really 
allowed for us to be successful.

What was your project jouÒney like?What was your project jouÒney like?
Our project had humble beginnings as a 3D pÒinÖing club for sÖudents but became so much bigger - Our project had humble beginnings as a 3D pÒinÖing club for sÖudents but became so much bigger - 
once Öhe ball got rolling it was amazing how big it acÖually became and how many new links we 
made. Our iniÖial Öhoughts about Òunning a small compeÖiÖion ended up moÒphing into a Science 
and Technology-wide acÖion plan enabling asll sÖudents who come Öhrough our doors to be able to 
understand and connect wiÖh Öhe new and emerging technology we were woÒking wiÖh. The lasÖing 
impact of our project is huge, wiÖh sÖudents who have now taken subjects like Design and 
Technology or EngineeÒing when Öhey previously wouldn't have considered it - and sÖudents who 
retain Öheir keen interest in Öhe subject areas even after leaving school.

What suppoÒt did you receive from your Rolls-Royce Mentor?
We were lucky enough to be provided wiÖh outstanding mentor suppoÒt from Neil ChaÖÖle. We had We were lucky enough to be provided wiÖh outstanding mentor suppoÒt from Neil ChaÖÖle. We had 
monÖhly calls to discuss any project updates and it was good not only to be able to catch up about 
Öhe project but also to be able to bounce ideas oÐf him. Neil came into our school to meet wiÖh our 
sÖudents and gave inspiraÖional talks not only to sÖudents direcÖly involved wiÖh Öhe "Skills for Öhe 
FuÖure" project but also to aspiÒing engineers, looking to have a career in Öhe Úeld. It was great for 
Öhe sÖudents to be able to meet him and ask him quesÖions about his life and his career jouÒney.

What were Öhe key beneÚts?
WiÖhout Öhe iniÖial invesÖment and interest from Rolls-Royce, we would've never been able to do WiÖhout Öhe iniÖial invesÖment and interest from Rolls-Royce, we would've never been able to do 
what we have done wiÖh our sÖudents. We beneÚÖted hugely just from knowing Öhat an exteÒnal 
agency was invested in our project and believed in what we were doing. SomeÖimes it was hard to 
Únd a soluÖion to a problem (especially Öhe number of problems we encountered duÒing Öhe 
pandemic etc.) but it helped to know Öhat somebody was Öhere to suppoÒt and guide Öhroughout. 
Being associated wiÖh Rolls-Royce was also what led CREATE EducaÖion to approach us and now we 
are paÒt of Öhe CREATE EducaÖion hub - able to make links wiÖh oÖher local schools and really dÒive 
foÒward Öhe passion, skills and knowledge of our teachers and leaÒners using Öhis suppoÒt.

How was Öhe creaÖion of Öhe video and evaluaÖion repoÒt?
WÒiÖing Öhe evaluaÖion of our project was someÖhing I really enjoyed doing because it allowed me to 
really understand quite how far our project had come and understand what had gone well and Öhe 
Öhings we needed to conÖinue wiÖh. I did Únd it diÐÚcult to keep videoing progress duÒing Öhe 
project - and wish I had capÖured much more on Úlm Öhan I managed to in Öhe end. 

Did you aÖtend Öhe awards ceremony?
UnfoÒÖunately we did not get to aÖtend Öhe Únal awards ceremony in London for Öhe year we were UnfoÒÖunately we did not get to aÖtend Öhe Únal awards ceremony in London for Öhe year we were 
Finalists - however, we had aÖtended Öhe previous year as an inÖroducÖion to Öhe pÒize and to 
understand Öhe jouÒneys of Öhe previous winners. It is a fantasÖic event which allows lots of 
connecÖions to be made between Rolls-Royce, schools and indusÖÒies and someÖhing I am really 
proud to have aÖtended in Öhe past. It would've been fantasÖic to have been able to share in an 
awards ceremony for our year but sadly, it was not to be! Our awards ceremony took place viÒÖually - 
Öhe beneÚt of which was Öhat a number of our sÖudents could aÖtend and view from our school 
ÖheaÖre - heaÒing Öhat we'd won was such a bÒilliant moment and one I will not forget.

What does winning mean for your school and sÖudents?
Being a winner of Öhe Rolls-Royce Schools PÒize for Science and Technology has been maÒvellous. 
The lasÖing impact Öhe funding and connecÖions wiÖh Rolls-Royce will have on our school will be felt 
for years to come, and I am really pleased to be in Öhe posiÖion of calling ourselves winners. The 
sÖudents and staÐf at PaÒkside are really proud of what we have achieved over such a shoÒt space of 
Öime and we are all really looking foÒward to seeing where it will take us in Öhe fuÖure.
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